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those that belong to him!" With such thoughts I pitied myself for
my own fault. I did not return home and wandered in Mount Road
till midnight.
Armed policemen guarded the library whose glass frontage
had been smashed. Later steel shutters were put up in the library.
The following morning I went to the office of the provincial
committee in Royapettah. The place was silent and no comrade
was to be found. Only Nambiar, the commune cook, and the old
woman who served as "maid" were there. They told me that police-
men had raided the office at midnight and had taken away all those
who were present there. I telephoned to several trade union offices and
received the same information.
Press workers of Janasakthi came in with "matter" for the
journal. The entire editorial group was in police custody. 1 was one
who had been expelled from the editorial group. But 1 was now in
the office and, with the help of a few comrades who came in, we
brought out that week's Janasakthi.
Later, when it was known that I was the prime cause of what had
happened, a representative of a higher committee was deputed to
interrogate me. From his line of questioning I could understand
that he did not challenge the validity of violence as the basis of action.
He appeared to be concerned with the issue of whether it was proper
for me to have triggered a disturbance without the prior authoriza-
tion of the party. I replied: "Of course, I should have acted only
with the permission of the party. But all those who engaged in stone-
throwing on that day were not party members. Does our party
have any plan to avert mob violence? Are we at all interested in the
issue?"
The representative of the higher committee who had been deputed
to interrogate me was a simple workingman. I felt that if I argued a
little longer, he might come over to my side. However, I had no
intention either to assert my position strongly or to convert him to
my view. I sincerely went through the process of "self-criticism"
before him. I said that overcome by emotion, I had childishly beha-
ved like a political hooligan.
As far as I was concerned, I emancipated myself completely on
that day itself from such activities. But it took several days before the
commotion caused by the incident died down. Reports about the
incident appeared in several American newspapers.
Even after I had gone through my "self-criticism" some half-